
6. Why are Christians tempted to love money more than God?   
 
 
7. Do you struggle with the temptation to love money more than God?  Explain.  

What steps do you need to take to make sure that the lure of wealth doesn’t 
cause you to backslide? 

 
 
8. The third thorn is the desire for other things, or when your top goals in life 

aren’t spiritual.  What are your top goals in life?   
  
 
9. What are God’s top goals for your life?  Do your goals match God’s goals?  

What adjustments do you need to make? 
 
 
10. The solution to the thorns that cause backsliding is to be resolved to keep Je-

sus at the center of our lives, and there’s no better way to do that than the 
classic spiritual disciplines:  Sunday worship, Home Group, volunteering in 
church, a daily quiet time, and tithing.  How have these growth habits helped 
you to overcome the three thorns? 

 
 Hyper-busyness. 
 The lure of wealth. 
 The desire for other things. 

 
11. How do you need to grow in the spiritual disciplines?   
 
12. Other than the 5 spiritual disciplines already mentioned, what do you need to 

do to keep Jesus at the center of your life?   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ICEBREAKER:  What’s one thing you know for sure?   
 

OVERVIEW:  To backslide is to lapse morally or spiritually; to revert to a worse 
condition.  In Mark 4 Jesus said that one of the main reasons people backslide is 
because of thorns — people allow thorns into their life, and eventually there’s no 
room left for God.  The solution?  Be resolved to keep Jesus at the center of your 
life.  As we keep Jesus at the center, He will keep the thorns out.  In this discus-
sion we will go deeper with the three most common thorns and what we need to 
do to overcome them so we can avoid backsliding.   
 
1. Read Mark 4:3-9, 18-19.  What insight, principle, or observation from this 

weekend’s message did you find to be the most helpful, eye-opening, or trou-
bling?  Explain.  (Or what was your key takeaway from Sunday’s message?) 

 
 
2. The first thorn that causes people to backslide is hyper-busyness.  They are 

too busy for God.  Why do people fall into the thorn-bush of hyper-busyness?    
 
 
3. It’s been said that often the enemy of the best things are good things.  Do you 

agree?  Explain.   
 
 
4. Evaluate yourself right now.  Are you too busy?  What steps can you take to 

simplify your life and place Jesus at the center of your schedule?    
 
 
5. The second thorn is the lure of wealth, or when you love money more than 

God.  How does the lure of wealth cause backsliding?     
 
 
 
 
  

The Last Word:  As you keep Jesus at the center, 
He will keep the thorns out. 
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