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HOW TO GROW MORE LIKE JESUS – WEEK 3 

1 Peter 3:8-12 

By Andy Manning 

 

The title of this sermon is “How to Grow More Like Jesus.”   

 

This is the last in a three week series, or even the last of a three-part sermon.  All 

three sermons have the same title, and are focusing on the same five verses. 

 

One of the best compliments you can receive is this:  “You’ve changed.”  “You’re 

different.”   

 

Sometimes people say that in a negative way; as an insult.   

 

One time someone said that to me angrily.  She said, “You’re different, you 

know; you’ve changed.”  I shocked her when I said, “Good.  I hope I’m 

different.  I’m striving to grow every day!”   

 

If you’re a Christian, that’s the best thing anyone can say to you because 

you should be different.   

 

You should be different today than you were last year at this time.  You 

should be drastically different today than you were five or ten years ago.  

You should be different a year from now than you are today.   

 

Have you ever looked back at your life in the past and been embarrassed because 

of the way you acted, and the way you talked, and the things that you did?   

 

If you do, that’s a good sign.  That means you’re growing.  That means 

you’ve grown.  That means you’re better, more Christlike, more mature 

than you used to be.   

 

When I look back at myself in years past I’m so embarrassed at myself.   
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I went through a period of time during college when I was convinced 

by a preacher that I’d heard that it was a sin to listen to secular 

music, and that pretty much included anything other than the music 

played on KLOV, or the music sold at Mardel. I remember having an 

argument with a friend of mine about it, and now when I look back 

I’m so embarrassed. 

 

I went through a period of time as a preacher when I steered away 

from preaching about politics because I was influenced by some 

other preachers that the church should avoid talking about politics.  

I’m ashamed of that.  I remember having a heated discussion with my 

parents about it, and God used their influence, and the influence of 

many other people to grow me and change me. 

 

It’s hard for me to preach the same sermon twice, because I’m 

constantly growing.  When I listen to or read over past sermons, I’m 

embarrassed, because I’ve grown so much, and that even applies to 

sermons just from a year ago.   

 

When you look back at yourself in the past, you should be embarrassed.  

You should be ashamed.  That’s a good thing.  That’s a good sign.  That 

means you’re growing.  You are changing.   

 

It would be a problem if you didn’t look back with shame, and regret and 

embarrassment, because that would mean that you haven’t changed, and 

we all know you need to change.   

 

And that’s what God wants.   

 

 

God commands Christians to grow; to pursue spiritual growth; to strive for 

spiritual maturity.  2 Peter 3:18 (CSB) says, “but grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”   

 

That’s what we’re focusing on in this sermon series.  Spiritual growth.   
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One of the things that we’ve learned is that spiritual growth means becoming 

more like Jesus.  1 John 2:6 (NLT) says, “Those who say they live in God should 

live their lives as Jesus did.”  We are to copy and imitate Jesus Christ, and the 

more we become like Christ, the more mature we are as Christians.   

 

But what does it mean to imitate Christ?   

 

We’re not called to imitate Him in every way.   

 

Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, and He claimed to be God.  We better not 

do that.   

 

Jesus wore robes and sandals.  We’re not commanded to do that.   

 

Jesus lived in Israel; we’re not called to do that.   

 

Jesus walked on water, healed the sick, raised the dead, exorcised demons, 

and read people’s minds.  We’re not called to do that.   

 

Jesus died on a cross.  We’re not necessarily called to do that, although 

many Christians have died for Christ throughout history.   

 

So what does it mean to grow more like Jesus, or to imitate Christ?  God 

wants us to imitate Jesus in three ways:1 

 

3 WAYS TO IMITATE JESUS 

 

1. Your character:  How you feel.   

 

This is also called your attitude.   

 

Philippians 2:5 says, “Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus.”   

                                                      
1 I learned the three ways to grow like Christ from Pastor Rick Warren of Saddleback Church. 
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Think about how Jesus feels.  Think about how God feels.   

 

Love, Joy, peace, patience, compassion, sympathy, humility, gratitude, courage, 

and even hatred for sin.   

 

2. Your conduct:  How you act. 

 

Your conduct is also called your actions.   

 

1 Peter 2:21-22 (CSB) says, “21 For you were called to this, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 22 

He did not commit sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”   

 

Did you catch that?  Jesus was absolutely sinless.  Completely perfect and holy.   

 

God wants you to imitate His conduct; to be sinless.   

 

3. Your convictions:  How you think. 

 

Your convictions are also called your affirmations; what you believe to be true, 

and therefore, what you believe to be false.  God wants you to imitate Jesus in 

what you believe.   

 

Jesus said in John 14:6 (CSB), “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 

to the Father except through me.”   

 

Jesus is God.  Everything He taught is truth.  Everything He believed is truth.  

Everything He taught through His apostles is truth.   

 

God wants you copy Christ in your convictions.   

 

And so to grow more like Jesus doesn’t mean to imitate His deity, or hair style, or 

His diet.   
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One time I saw a book at Mardel called, What Would Jesus Eat?  That’s not what it 

means to imitate Jesus.  It means to imitate Him in your character, conduct, and 

convictions. 

 

But there’s a problem.  You can’t grow more like Jesus if you don’t know what 

Jesus is like.  You can’t imitate His character if you don’t know His character.  You 

can’t imitate His conduct if you don’t know His conduct.  You can’t imitate His 

convictions if you don’t know His convictions.   

 

That’s the problem this sermon series is trying to solve.  We’ve been looking at 

five verses, 1 Peter 3:8-12, in which there are nine Christlike attributes, or 

character traits, or virtues.  We’re trying to zoom in on these nine virtues and 

really understand what Christ is like, not so that we’re smarter, but so that we can 

apply them to our lives and grow more like Jesus.  So far we’ve looked at seven 

virtues; today we’re going to look at the last two.   

 

4 WARNINGS ABOUT SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
 
But before we get into the last two virtues I want to give you four warnings about 
spiritual growth.   
 
If you don’t heed these four warnings, then your quest for spiritual growth can 
actually take you further from God; you can actually grow less like Jesus. 
   
First, Christianity is a relationship with Jesus, not a bunch of rules and rituals.   
 
You can try your hardest to become a virtuous person, and you can go to church 
every week, and get baptized, and eat the Lord’s Supper, and pray the Lord’s 
Prayer, and still not be a Christian.   
 
Being a Christian means having a relationship with Jesus.  It’s about trusting Him, 
and talking to Him, and listening to Him, and obeying Him, and serving Him, and 
loving Him, moment by moment, day by day.  That’s why sometimes people say 
Christianity is a relationship and not a religion.   
 
Second, spiritual growth is only possible through the power of the Holy Spirit.   
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If you truly want to overcome your sinful tendencies and inclinations and become 
like Jesus, you need the Holy Spirit to do His supernatural work.   
 
For a deed to be a good deed, it requires two things.  It has to be a righteous 
action, with a righteous motive.  The world is full of people who have righteous 
actions without the right motives, and right motives without the right action.  But 
only a Christian, through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit can produce right 
actions with right motives.   
 
The good news is that if you are a Christian, then the Holy Spirit lives in you, and 
He is working on you.   
 
But you need to know how to tap into His power.   
 
First, you need to pray for Him to grow you.  Do you pray for God to grow you, to 
make you more like Jesus, to help you overcome your sinful habits and 
tendencies?  If you don’t, then you’re not going to grow.   
 
Second, you need to work on keeping a constant, close connection to Jesus.  
Staying close is sometimes called abiding in Christ or remaining in Christ.  In John 
15:5 Jesus said that if you will simply abide in Him, or focus on staying close to 
Him, He will grow you.  Stay close, and growth happens.  So it’s important to learn 
the virtues and vices and strive to apply them to your life, but the most important 
thing is to focus on staying close to Jesus.   
 
Third, spiritual growth can be a slow process.   
 
Just as the physical growth of a child is a slow process – it takes 15-20 years for a 
child to become fully grown – spiritual growth can be slow as well.   
 
Sometimes growth can be fast.  Sometimes God can “zap” you.   
 

When I got saved, in an instant God changed me in a number of ways.  I 
went from having a poddy-mouth to a clean mouth; I went from being a 
careless student to an honor-roll student; I went from not enjoying reading, 
to voraciously studying my Bible every day.   
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But there have been other areas in my life that have taken years for God to 
grow me.   
 

So don’t expect growth to happen fast.  You just trust the process.  Keep pursuing 
growth.  Keep abiding in Christ.  And growth will happen in time.   
 
Fourth, we pursue spiritual growth because God has saved us, not to convince 
God to save us.   
 
The reason we try to become less sinful and more Christlike is out of gratitude for 
what God has done for us.   
 
While we were still sinners, completely undeserving, God sent His Son to die, 
paying the penalty for our sins.   
 
And when we put our faith in Jesus, God counts our sins against Christ, and He 
deposits the righteousness of Christ into our account.   
 
We are saved not because of our good works, but solely because of the good 
work that Christ has done for us.   
 
 
And out of gratitude love for God our Savior, we aim to please Him by striving to 
become like Jesus.   
 
Many so-called Christians actually do the opposite.   
 

They pursue spiritual growth, and they try to avoid sin and do good not out 
of gratitude, but to earn God’s favor; to convince God to let them into 
heaven.   
 
That’s not true Christianity.  That’s called Islam.   
 
Do you know what Muslims believe?  Muslims believe that there are two 
angels following you around everywhere you go – one on your right 
shoulder, and one on your left shoulder.  They write down everything you 
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do.  When you do something good, the angel on your right shoulder writes 
it down.  When you do something bad, the angel on your left writes it 
down.  And then when you die, you stand before the judgment throne of 
God, and all of your deeds – both good and bad, are read aloud.  And if you 
have more good deeds than bad, God will give you paradise.  But if your 
bad deeds outweigh the good, then you will be sent to hell.   
 
That’s very close to what many Christians believe.   
 
They believe we pursue virtue and avoid sin so that our good deeds will 
outweigh our bad deeds in order to convince God to save us and let us into 
heaven.   
 
No!  That’s not Christianity.   
 
We can never be good enough to convince God to let us into heaven.   
 
If He gave us what we deserved it would be eternal hell.   
 
The only way to be saved is that God sent Jesus to be punished in our place, 
and then God said He would forgive our sins if we would simply believe in 
Jesus.   
 
And because God has graciously and lovingly and mercifully given us 
salvation and eternal life, we pursue spiritual growth out of gratitude and 
love for God.   

 
So with these warnings in mind to keep us from wandering in the wrong direction, 
let’s look one more time at 1 Peter 3:8-12 (CSB), and take a look at two more 
ways to grow like Jesus. 
 

8 Finally, all of you be like-minded and sympathetic, love one another, and 
be compassionate and humble, 9 not paying back evil for evil or insult for 
insult but, on the contrary, giving a blessing, since you were called for this, 
so that you may inherit a blessing. 
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10 For the one who wants to love life and to see good days, let him keep his 
tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit, 11 and let him turn away 
from evil and do what is good. Let him seek peace and pursue it, 12 
because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are open to 
their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do what is evil. 
 

Let’s do a quick review.   
 
First, underline the phrase “like-minded” (v.8).  That means be a person of unity, 
or make every effort to get along and work together with church family.   
 
Second, underline the word “sympathetic” (v. 8).  That means rejoice with those 
who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  The idea is to feel what others are 
feeling; identify with the feelings of others. 
 
Third, underline the phrase “love one another” (v. 8).  This is talking about love 
for church family.  Use your gifts and resources to help meet the needs of your 
church and church family.   
 
Fourth, underline the word “compassionate” (v. 8).  That means to feel sorrow 
and concern for the sufferings and misfortunes of others.  It’s not just pity, but 
pity that moves into action. 
 
Fifth, underline the word “humble” (v. 8).  Humility is seeing yourself the way God 
sees you.  
 
Sixth, underline the phrase “not paying back evil for evil or insult for insult but, 
on the contrary, giving a blessing” (v. 9).  That’s forgiveness.  Forgiveness means 
to be kind to those who have wronged you.   
 
Seventh, underline the phrase “let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from 
speaking deceit” (v. 10).  This is the virtue edification, which means only use 
words that build others up.   
 
Here’s number eight. 
 
9 WAYS TO GROW MORE LIKE CHRIST 
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8. Holiness. 

 
Look at the first part of verse 11.  “And let him turn away from evil and do what is 
good.”   
 
This is talking about the virtue of holiness.   
 
What is holiness?  Be morally blameless.  Turn away from all evil and sin; and do 
what is good; do all is good – all that God commands you to do. 
 
Holiness is an important concept in the Bible.   
 
The word “holy” in its various forms is used more than 600 times in the Bible.   
 
The Greek word for holy is hagios.   
 

The root meaning is “different.”  To be holy means to be different.   
 
The more holy you are the more different you will look from non-Christians 
and uncommitted Christians.   
 
The more holy you are, the more weird you will be; the more you will stand 
out, or stick out.   
 
The less you will fit in.   
 
The less cool you will be.   
 
To be great in God’s eyes is to be a fool in the eyes of the world.   

 
The word holy also means “set apart.”   
 

To be holy is to be set apart from sin and set apart for God.   
 
Holiness is similar to the idea of consecration, or dedication.   
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To consecrate something is to dedicate it to God.   
 
That’s what holiness means.   
 
You are set apart from sin; you no longer live for sin; and now you are 
consecrated; you are dedicated to God and His will, and His plan, and His 
service, and His pleasure, and His purposes for your life.     

 
To be holy is to avoid both kinds of sins – sins of commission, and sins of 
omission.   
 

A sin of commission is when you do what God said not to do, such as lying, 
or stealing, or adultery.   
 
A sin of omission when you neglect to do what God said to do, such as 
forgiveness, love, gentleness, and generosity.   
 
To be holy is to avoid sins of commission and omission.  It is to be morally 
blameless.   

 
Sadly, most Christians aren’t pursuing holiness.   
 

In a 2007-2008 study, LifeWay Research looked at the views and practices 
of 2,500 Protestant churchgoers.   
 
50 percent said they choose God’s way over their own when faced with a 
difficult decision.2   
 
That means 50 percent of Protestant Christians admit that when faced with 
a difficult decision, they ignore God’s will and do what they want.  That’s 
not good.  That’s not holiness.  Holiness means submitting to God’s will not 
just when it’s easy, but all the time.   

 
Another study of 2,500 Protestant churchgoers by Brad Waggoner found that just 
23 percent agree with this statement:   
 

                                                      
2 Trevin Wax, Holy Subversion (Wheaton, IL:  Crossway Books, 2010), 14. 
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“When I come to realize that some aspect of my life is not right in God’s 
eyes, I make the necessary changes.”3  Only 23 percent!  That’s horrible.  
The state of Christianity in America today is in really bad shape.   
 
Christians are called to holiness.  And that means the moment you see that 
some part of your life is not Christlike, it’s not obedient to Scripture, it is 
outside of God’s will, you repent.  Your turn from sin and walk in 
obedience.   

 
Let me show you four ways to grow in holiness. 
 
First, don’t keep any part of your life from God.   
 

Look at 1 Peter 1:15-16 (CSB). “15 But as the one who called you is holy, 
you also are to be holy in all your conduct; 16 for it is written, Be holy, 
because I am holy.”   
 
Underline the phrase “all your conduct.”   
 
God wants you to be morally blameless in all your conduct.  In every arena 
of your life.  He wants you to turn from evil and do good financially, 
sexually, verbally, professionally, visually, physically.   

 
Second, don’t tolerate any sin in your life.   
 

2 Corinthians 7:1 (CSB) says, “So then, dear friends, since we have these 
promises, let us cleanse ourselves from every impurity of the flesh and 
spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.”   
 
The NLT says, “And let us work toward complete holiness.”   
 
If you want to grow in holiness, don’t categorize sins into major sins and 
minor sins.   
 

                                                      
3 Ibid., 14. 
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Aim for complete holiness.  No sin should be tolerated.  Just as there is no 
sin in God, no sin in Christ, God wants you to aim for complete holiness.  
Blamelessness.   

 
Third, don’t compare your holiness to others, but to Christ.   
 
Many people don’t grow in holiness because they are comparing themselves to 
the wrong people.   
 
They compare themselves with their church family, and they fit in.  They aren’t 
any worse.   
 
And when they compare themselves with unbelievers, they pat themselves on the 
back for living at a higher moral standard.   
 
But comparing yourself to people isn’t going to help you grow in holiness.   
 
The standard is not other Christians, or the pastor, but Christ.  Compare yourself 
to Christ.  Compare yourself to God’s standard, and aim for that.   
 
Ephesians 5:1 (CSB) says, “Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved 
children.”   
 
Fourth, don’t fear the consequences of holiness.   
 
We tend to compromise with sin because we are afraid of the losses we will 
experience when we give up our sin.   
 
But we need to remember that God’s will is the most blessed place to be.   
 
Acts 3:19-20a (CSB) says, “Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may 
be wiped out, 20 that seasons of refreshing may come from the presence of the 
Lord….”   
 
I’m reminded of a story about Robert Jeffress’s boyhood.  When Robert Jeffress 
was a child he played the accordion and started to amass quite a bit of money.  
His parents signed him up to play at every kind of event that would take him.  He 
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was 16 he volunteered at a little church north of Dallas; one Sunday evening the 
pastor shared a vision to have a bus ministry.  Kids from the inner city could come 
in and be saved.  The only problem was that the church had no buses and no 
money.  The pastor was sure about it.  He announced that the next Sunday night 
they were going to take a special offering.  So all week Robert Jeffress prayed 
about what he was going to give.  And God spoke very clearly – give everything in 
your bank account.  Robert tried to talk God out of it, but he couldn’t.  He said it 
was the biggest decision he had ever made.  Was he going to listen to God or not?  
He took out his checkbook, and gave all of his money.  And he said he felt such 
relief.  The lesson:  When God speaks, you better answer, and you better answer 
completely to His call.   
 

9. Peaceable. 
 
Look at verse 11 again.  “And let him turn away from evil and do what is good. Let 
him seek peace and pursue it.”   
 
Notice the phrase, “Let him seek peace and pursue it.”   
 
This virtue is called peaceable.  What does it mean to be peaceable?  Work hard 
to get along with others.   
 
Jesus said in Matthew 5:9 (CSB), “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called sons of God.”   
 
To be peaceable doesn’t mean you have to be friends with everyone; it doesn’t 
mean you have to like everyone, or that everyone has to like you; it means that 
you need to work hard to get along; work hard to avoid conflict; do everything 
without arguing; avoid being divisive. 
 
Hebrews 12:14a (CSB) says, “Pursue peace with everyone….”   
 
Romans 12:18 (CSB) says, “If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone.”   
 
And the command to be peaceable includes your relationships with everyone.  
Your children; your parents; your siblings; your spouse; your church family; your 
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coworkers; your teammates; your classmates; your neighbors; your boss; your 
enemies; your political foes.  Work hard to get along with others – with everyone.   
 
How you can you become a peaceable person?  How can you learn to get along 
with others?   
 
At the most basic level we could just start with the Ten Commandments.   
 

If everyone would simply follow these rules, there’d be a whole lot more 
peace in the world.   
 
Just take the last six, because they are social, dealing with your human 
relationships (the first four are spiritual, dealing with your heavenly 
relationship with God). 

 
Number 6:  Honor your parents (Ex 20:12).  When you’re under their roof, 
respectfully obey their rules.  When you grow up, treat them with respect and 
care for them in their old age. 
 
Number 7:  Do not murder (Ex 20:13).  Avoid killing people.  Not only that, but 
avoid any kind of physical harm.  The very next chapter, Exodus 21:23-25 (CSB) 
says, “23 If there is an injury, then you must give life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, bruise for bruise, wound 
for wound.”  In other words, avoid any kind of physical harm to others.  But then 
in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus took this command even further.  He said 
avoiding murder is not enough.  He said avoid even getting angry at people and 
insulting them (Mt 5:21-22). 
 
You might say, “But what if they offend me?” or “What if they hit me first?”  Jesus 
addressed that, too.  He said in Matthew 5:38-39 (CSB), “You have heard that it 
was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 39 But I tell you, don’t resist 
an evildoer.”  That word “resist” doesn’t mean don’t protect yourself; it means 
literally “don’t set yourself against; don’t retaliate; don’t try to get even.” 
 
Number 8:  Do not commit adultery (Ex 20:14).  What does that mean?  God’s 
standard for sex is not before marriage, not outside of marriage, and not with the 
same sex. 



16 
 

 
Number 9:  Do not give false testimony (Ex 20:16).  Don’t lie.  Be honest.  Tell the 
truth.  Keep your word.  When you say you are going to do something, do it.  It 
doesn’t matter if you promised.  Your word is your bond.  Let your Yes be Yes, and 
your No be No.   
 
Number 10:  Do not covet (Ex 20:17).  Avoid jealousy.  Jealousy is essentially 
being unfriendly to someone when something good happens to them.  Jealousy 
rejoices when others suffer, and mourns and complains when others prosper.  
Instead be sympathetic.  Do you remember what that means from the first week 
in this series?  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.   
 
God’s word gives us all that we need to get along with others.   
 
The world would be a much better place if everyone simply followed these six 
commands.   
 
Unfortunately we can’t change the world.  But we can change ourselves.   
 
We can be peaceable in our relationships, in our marriages, in our homes, in our 
church, with our coworkers,  
 
and we can show the world that following Jesus – imitating Christ – is the best 
way to live.   


