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GROWING IN KNOWLEDGE 
2 Peter 1:5-7 

By Andy Manning 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
It’s been said that ignorance is bliss.  What you don’t know can’t hurt you.  But is 
that true?  No! 
 

How many times have you heard people look back on their younger years 
with regret and say, “If I knew then what I know now….”?  Apparently 
ignorance isn’t bliss.   

 
If you try to drive a car without knowing the traffic laws, ignorance isn’t 
bliss.  You’re going get hurt.   

 
If you get pulled over for speeding in a school zone and you tell the police 
officer, “I didn’t know I was in a school zone,” ignorance isn’t bliss.  The 
officer isn’t going to pity you.     

 
If you live your life ignorant about health and fitness, ignorance isn’t bliss.  
It’s going to come back to hurt you. 

 
If you live your life ignorant of wise money habits and skills, ignorance isn’t 
bliss.  It’s going to hurt you. 

 
If you start a family without knowing Biblical principles about marriage and 
child-rearing, ignorance isn’t bliss.  It’s going to hurt you.    

 
If everyone went to the voting booth ignorant of the candidates and the 
issues, ignorance isn’t bliss.   

 
The truth is that ignorance isn’t bliss.  What you don’t know can hurt you 
and those you care about.   

 
Life isn’t fair.   
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In life you aren’t just held responsible for what you know, but for what you 
are supposed to know.   
 
You are held responsible for the things you should have taken the time to 
learn.   
 
When you reach retirement age completely broke, the world is not going to 
feel sorry for you just because you didn’t know how to prepare for 
retirement.  That’s something you should have taken the time to learn.   

 
Unfortunately, knowledge is in short supply today.   
 

We live in the information age, but it should be called the ignorance age.   
 

Kids aren’t being taught well in school.   
 

According to the nation’s report card, only 37 percent of 12th graders 
were proficient in reading in 2015, and just 25 percent were 
proficient in math.  For black students it’s even worse.  Nationally, 
only 17 percent of black students scored proficient in reading, and 
only 7 percent scored proficient in math.  The average black high 
school graduate has the academic level of a white seventh or eighth 
grader. 

 
Adults aren’t reading.  Author Andy Andrews said, “What do you call a child 
who reads two books a year?  Slow.  What do you call an adult who reads 
two books a year?  Normal.  Amazingly, the national average for books read 
by American adults is less than two books a year.”   

 
What are people doing instead of reading?  Watching TV.  As of 2010, the 
average American watches five hours per day – an all-time high.  The 
average home has more televisions than people.  In 63% of households, the 
TV is usually on during meals.  Almost 70% of 8-18 year olds have a TV in 
their bedroom.  Social media.  According to one study, the average person 
will spend more than five years of their lives on social media.  Another 
study found that teens are now spending up to nine hours a day on social 
media platforms.  So it’s no wonder that most people today are ignorant.    
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But the Bible tells us not to be ignorant.  Instead, it tells us to make every effort to 
grow in knowledge.   
 
Today we’re going to talk about developing the virtue of knowledge. 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Right now we’re in a series through 2 Peter called “Make Every Effort,” and we’re 
currently in 2 Peter 1:5-7.   
 
There we find a list of eight virtues, or Christ-like character traits.  And we are 
commanded to make every effort to cultivate these virtues.  Let’s read it.   
 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 
goodness, goodness with knowledge, 6 knowledge with self-control, self-
control with endurance, endurance with godliness, 7 godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
 

So far we’ve looked at the first two virtues – faith and goodness.  Today we’re 
going to look at the virtue of knowledge.   
 
The virtue of knowledge here is referring specifically to knowing and 
understanding God’s word.  Biblical, spiritual knowledge.  The knowledge of God.   
 
Why is knowledge important?   
 

As I already mentioned, ignorance is not bliss.  What you don’t know will 
hurt you and those you care about most.  But let me try to explain it 
another way.   

 
First, all day long your mind is receiving messages – via the radio, books (if 
you read), social media, TV, music, etc.   
 

These messages contain truth claims – they claim to be true about 
some aspect of life, whether it is morality, health and fitness, 
success, happiness, religion, politics, etc.   
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Second, many of these messages will become your beliefs.  You will 
buy into them.   
 
Third, your beliefs will determine your behavior.  I go to the gym to 
exercise four days a week.  Why?  Because I received a message that I 
should do that, and I believed it.   
 
Fourth, your behaviors turn into habits, or behaviors that you 
consistently do over a long period of time.   
 
Fifth, your habits determine your outcome.  You are where you are 
right now because of your habits.  And where you are five years from 
now will be the result of your habits.   

 
What does this have to do with knowledge?   
 

Let’s go back to the messages that you receive.  You have limited 
control over the messages that you receive.  We receive messages all 
day long that we didn’t ask for – through the TV, radio, through other 
people, billboards, social media, etc.   
 
We have limited control over the messages that we receive, but we 
have complete control over which messages we believe.   
 
And ultimately, the outcome of your life, whether you are healthy or 
unhealthy, happy or unhappy, successful or unsuccessful, are close to 
God or far from God, has to do with the messages you believe.   
 
So here’s the question.  How can you make sure that you believe the 
right messages, and discard the wrong messages?  How can you 
make sure that you believe the messages that are true and reject the 
messages that are false?   
 
This is where knowledge comes in.  Biblical knowledge serves as a 
message filter.  As you receive messages, your knowledge of God 
helps you to determine which messages are true, and which are 
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false; which messages should be believed, and which should be 
rejected.   

 
Another way to explain the importance of Biblical knowledge is with John 
8:32 “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”   
 

Your beliefs determine your behavior.   
 
If you believe a lie, then your behavior will be foolish and sinful.  You 
will sin against God, and hurt yourself and others.   
 
And many people are enslaved to sin and foolishness because their 
beliefs are wrong.  They believe there is no God; or that 
homosexuality is morally good; or that living together is just as good 
as marriage; or that there is no afterlife; or that people are just highly 
intelligent animals.   
 
And their behavior reflects their false beliefs.   
 
So for people to be set free from their foolish and sinful behaviors, 
they need to know the truth.   

 
Your purpose in life is to love God and to love people.   
 

How do I know that?  From the Bible.   
 
But how do we know how to love God and to love people?  From the Bible.  
We don’t have the freedom to make up our own definition of love; we 
learn how to love from the One who is love – God (1 Jn 4:8).   

 
THE BENEFITS OF BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 
 
But these are just some of the reasons we need to cultivate knowledge.   
 
There are many benefits to knowing your Bible.  Let’s look at some. 
 
First of all, turn to Psalm 19:7-11.  
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7 The instruction of the Lord is perfect, 
renewing one’s life; 
the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy, 
making the inexperienced wise. 
8 The precepts of the Lord are right, 
making the heart glad; 
the command of the Lord is radiant, 
making the eyes light up. 
9 The fear of the Lord is pure, 
enduring forever; 
the ordinances of the Lord are reliable 
and altogether righteous. 
10 They are more desirable than gold— 
than an abundance of pure gold; 
and sweeter than honey 
dripping from a honeycomb. 
11 In addition, your servant is warned by them, 
And in keeping them there is an abundant reward. 

 
This passage explains both the character of the Bible, as well as the benefits of 
the Bible.  What is the character of the Bible? 
 
THE CHARACTER OF THE BIBLE 
 

1. The Bible is perfect.  Psalm 19:7 “The instruction of the Lord is perfect.” 
2. The Bible is trustworthy.  Psalm 19:7 “The testimony of the Lord is 

trustworthy.” 
3. The Bible is right.  Psalm 19:8 “The precepts of the Lord are right.” 
4. The Bible is radiant.  Psalm 19:8 “The command of the Lord is radiant.” 
5. The Bible is reliable.  Psalm 19:9 “The ordinances of the Lord are reliable.”  
6. The Bible is righteous.  Psalm 19:9 “The ordinances of the Lord are reliable 

and altogether righteous.”    
7. The Bible is better than riches.  Psalm 19:10 “The are more desirable than 

gold – than an abundance of pure gold.” 
8. The Bible is better than pleasure.  Psalm 19:10 “And sweeter than honey 

dripping from a honeycomb.”   
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THE BENEFITS OF BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 
 

1. The Bible renews your life.  Psalm 19:7 “The instruction of the Lord is 
perfect, renewing one’s life.”   

2. The Bible makes you wise.  Psalm 19:7 “The testimony of the Lord is 
trustworthy, making the inexperienced wise.”   

3. The Bible makes you happy.  Psalm 9:8  “The precepts of the Lord are right, 
making the heart glad.”   

4. The Bible helps you to make good decisions.  Psalm 19:8  “The command of 
the Lord is radian, making the eyes light up.”   

5. The Bible warns you about sin and foolishness.  Psalm 19:11 “In addition, 
your servant is warned by them,” 

6. The Bible promises an abundant reward to those who live by it.  Psalm 
19:11 “And in keeping them there is an abundant reward.” 

 
MORE BENEFITS OF THE BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 
 

7. The Bible makes you successful.  Joshua 1:8 “This book of instruction must 
not depart from your mouth; you are to meditate on it day and night so 
that you may carefully observe everything written in it. For then you will 
prosper and succeed in whatever you do.” 

8. The Bible gives you strength when you are sad.  Psalm 119:28 “I am weary 
from grief; strengthen me through your word.”   

9. The Bible gives you hope and comfort when facing trials.  Psalm 119:49-50 
“Remember your word to your servant; you have given me hope through it.  
This is my comfort in my affliction:  Your promise has given me life.”   

10. The Bible gives you inner peace.  Psalm 119:165 “Abundant peace belongs 
to those who love your instruction; nothing makes them stumble.”   

11. The Bible helps you to grow spiritually.  1 Peter 2:2 “Like newborn infants, 
desire the pure milk of the word, so that you may grow up into your 
salvation.” 

12. The Bible helps you overcome the devil’s attacks.  Ephesians 6:14, 17 
“Stand, therefore, with truth like a belt around your waist…  Take the 
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit – which is the word of God.” 
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 gives us six more benefits of the Bible.  “16 All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for 
training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work.” 
 

13. The Bible is profitable for teaching – it shows you the path to walk on. 
14. The Bible is profitable for rebuking – it tells you when you have gotten off 

the path. 
15. The Bible is profitable for correcting – it shows you how to get back on the 

path.   
16. The Bible is profitable for training in righteousness – it shows you how to 

stay on the right path. 
17. The Bible helps you become mature.  “So that the man of God may be 

complete.” 
18. The Bible equips you to serve God effectively.  “Equipped for every good 

work.” 
 
HOW SHOULD WE TREAT GOD’S WORD? 
 
 
Knowing and understanding the Bible is so beneficial that the Bible commands us 
to how to handle it:  Keep it with you (Deut 17:18-20).  Meditate on it day and 
night (Josh 1:8).  Obey it (Ps 119:69).  Read it (Deut 17:18-20).  Listen attentively 
as it is read (Neh 8:3).  Study it (Neh 8:13).  Delight in it (Ps 1:2).  Walk according 
to it (Ps 119:2-3).  Proclaim it (Ps 119:13).  Long for it (Ps 119:20).  Trust in it (Ps 
119:42).  Don’t be ashamed of it (Ps 119:46).  Love it (Ps 119:47).  Sing about it (Ps 
119:54).  Thank God for it (Ps 119:62).  Rely on it (Ps 119:66).  Put your hope in it 
(Ps 119:74).  Do not turn from it (Ps 119:102).  Fear it (Ps 119:120).  Weep when 
people do not follow it (Ps 119:36).  Get angry when people forget it (Ps 119:39).  
Be disgusted when people do not keep it (Ps 119:158).  Honor it (Ezr 8:5).  Receive 
it with eagerness (Acts 17:11).  Look intently into it (James 1:25).   
 
There are two passages in particular that illustrate how we should treat the Bible, 
both of them in Deuteronomy.   
 
Deuteronomy 4:6-9 “6 These words that I am giving you today are to be in your 
heart. 7 Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your 
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house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
up. 8 Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them be a symbol on your 
forehead. 9 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your city gates.”   
 

Notice what it says we are to do with the Bible:  Store it in your heart (Deut 
6:6).  Repeat it to your children (Deut 6:7).  Talk about it all day long (Deut 
6:7).  Wear it on your clothing (Deut 8:8).  Decorate your house with it 
(Deut 6:9).  And post it in the courthouse (the city gates were the location 
of city court; Deut 6:9).   

 
Deuteronomy 17:18-19 talks about how the king of Israel should treat God’s 
word.  “18 When he is seated on his royal throne, he is to write a copy of this 
instruction for himself on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests. 19 It is to 
remain with him, and he is to read from it all the days of his life, so that he may 
learn to fear the Lord his God, to observe all the words of this instruction, and to 
do these statutes.”   
 

Notice what the king was to do:  Copy it by hand (Deut 17:18).  Keep it with 
him at all times (Deut 17:19).  Read from it every day of his life (Deut 
17:19).  Obey it (Deut 17:19).   

 
In his book, Seeking Allah Finding Jesus, Nabeel Qureshi told the story of when he 
was a child, and his mother had just given him his first Quran.  He was so exited 
that he ran to his sister’s room to tell her.  She was playing on the floor, so got 
down next to her and put the Quran on the ground to show her.  He writes, “All of 
a sudden, I heard Ammi emit a heart-stopping scream while running in my 
direction.  ‘Nabeel!’  I was too shocked to respond.  I had never heard her scream 
like that, nor had I ever seen her run.  In a flash she picked up the Quran.  ‘Never 
put the Quran on the ground!’  ‘Okay.’  ‘Always raise it high.  Put it in the most 
honored place, wash your hands before touching it, and only touch it with your 
right hand.  That is not just any book, it is the word of Allah.  Treat it with the 
respect He deserves.’”  If that’s how Muslims treat the Quran, a book filled with 
lies, then how should Christians treat the Holy Bible, the actual word of God? 
 
This is how important Bible knowledge is.  But as important as Bible knowledge is, 
there are several warnings that you need to keep in mind.   
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WARNINGS ABOUT BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 
 

1. Beware of pride.  1 Corinthians 8:1 “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds 
up.”  It is hard to fill your head with Bible knowledge without your head 
swelling up in pride.  Just remember that Bible knowledge alone does not 
mean you are spiritual, or that you are a good Christian, or that God is 
pleased with you.   

 
2. Remember that the goal of Bible knowledge is love.  1 Corinthians 13:2 “If I 

have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith so that I can move mountains but do not have love, I 
am nothing.”  Remember that spiritual maturity, God’s goal for you, is to 
love God and others more and more (Mt 22:37-40).  The goal of growing in 
knowledge is not to know more, but to get better at the main thing – love.   
 

3. Translate your knowledge into obedience.  James 1:22 “But be doers of the 
word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”  The point of Bible 
knowledge is not to beat everyone at Bible trivia; it is to learn God’s will so 
that you can put it into practice.   
 

HOW TO GROW IN BIBLE KNOWLEDGE 
 
So let’s imagine that you are inspired to grow in Bible knowledge; to know and 
understand the Bible.  Where do you start?   
 

1. Read it daily.  Deuteronomy 17:19 “It is to remain with him, and he is to 
read from it all the days of his life.”  First, get a modern translation that is 
easy to understand, such as the CSB.  Second, follow a Bible reading plan 
that will help you read the Bible systematically.  If you are fairly new to 
Bible reading, then I recommend the F260 Bible Reading Plan.  It takes you 
through all the most important portions of the Bible in one year, and you 
get to take the weekends off.  Every day (but Saturday) I read the Bible.  
I’ve been reading the Bible daily since I was in the sixth grade.   

 
2. Listen to practical Bible teaching.  Come on Sundays ready to learn.  I’m 

going to do my best to help you understand and apply the Bible.  2 Timothy 
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4:2 “Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; rebuke, 
correct, and encourage with great patience and teaching.” 
 

3. Read Christian literature.  Think of Christian books as sermons in written 
form.  That’s where most Christian books start out – as sermon series that 
are turned into books.  Christian books will help you to learn the Bible 
faster.  But let me warn you.  Most Christian books are just fluff.  There’s 
not a lot of meat.  I’ve put together a series of reading lists on our website 
that identify many of the best Christian books available.  And if you want a 
Christian book on a particular topic, just let me know and I will point you in 
the right direction.   

 
CONCLUSION 
 
Pastor James MacDonald said, “You Hold in your hands the Word of God.  It is 
God’s owner’s manual.  It is God’s manifesto for human happiness.  It is the 
manufacturer’s specification for soul satisfaction.  It is the authoritative Word 
from the Creator of the universe about how life really works.”   
 
Pastor John MacArthur, one of the greatest preachers of all time, wrote this:  
(MacArthur Study Bible, p. xxiii) 

• This book contains:  the mind of God, the state of man, the way of 
salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. 

• Its doctrine is holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its 
decisions are immutable.  Read it to be wise, believe it to be saved, and 
practice it to be holy. 

• It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to cheer 
you.  It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass, the 
soldier's sword, and the Christian's charter.  Here heaven is open, and the 
gates of hell are disclosed. 

• Christ is the grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end.  
It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. 

• Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth, health to 
the soul ,and a river of pleasure.  It is given to you here in this life, will be 
opened at the judgment, and is established forever. 

• It involves the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor, and 
condemn all who trifle with its contents. 
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If you want a good life, church, if you want the best life, if you want to enjoy life, 
then cultivate the virtue of knowledge.  Get to know and understand your Bible.  
It will be the best thing you ever do.   
 
The first English translation to go back to the original Greek texts was William 
Tyndale’s New Testament (1526).  It was viciously opposed, and Tyndale fled to 
Germany to make his translation.  It was sent back to England in cotton bales and 
other innocent-looking containers, but when Cuthbert Tunstall, bishop of London, 
found out, he gathered up as many of them as possible and burned them at St. 
Paul’s Cathedral in London.  Tyndale was eventually arrested and executed in 
1536 as he was translating the Old Testament because of his work to translate 
God’s word into the English language.   
 
William Tyndale paid the ultimate sacrifice so that we could have the Bible in our 
language.  Why?  Because he understood the infinite value of the Bible. 
 
After all the sacrifices that have been made to get the Bible in our language, It 
would be a shame to let the Bible sit on the night stand, untouched, collecting 
dust.   
 
George Muller (1805-1898), read the Bible over 200 times in his life, and more 
than half of those were on his knees.  (Warren, Bible Study Methods, 8).  That’s a 
man who wanted to know and understand his Bible.  That’s a man who 
understood the value of the Bible.   
 
That should be our attitude as well.   
 
 
 
 
 


