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PUT TO DEATH UNCHRISTIAN TALK 
By Andy Manning 
Colossians 3:8-11 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

1. Let’s talk about how Christians should talk.  The kind of words we should use, and 
the kind we should avoid. 

2. The words you choose are a big deal.  Why? 
i. The Lord will punish the perverse tongue.  Proverbs 10:31 “The mouth of 

the righteous produces wisdom, but a perverse tongue will be cut out.” 
ii. A wicked tongue will get you into trouble.  Proverbs 18:6-7 “A fool’s lips 

lead to strife, and his mouth provokes a beating.  A fool’s mouth is his 
devastation, and his lips are a trap for his life.  Ben Franklin “Better slip with 
foot than tongue.”   

iii. Your words will either hurt or heal those you love.  Proverbs 18:21 “Death 
and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its 
fruit.”  Augustine “The wounds of the tongue no physician can heal.” 

iv. You will be judged for your words.  Matthew 12:36-37 “I tell you that on the 
day of judgment people will have to account for every careless word they 
speak. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will 
be condemned.” 

v. An uncontrolled tongue is evidence of spiritual death.  James 1:26 “If 
anyone thinks he is religious without controlling his tongue, his religion is 
useless and he deceives himself.”  Thomas Watson “How can Christ be in the 
heart when the devil has taken possession of the tongue?” 

vi. A Christlike tongue is a sign of spiritual maturity.  James 3:2 “For we all 
stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is 
mature, able also to control the whole body.” 

vii. You must keep your tongue from evil if you want to enjoy life.  1 Peter 3:10 
“For the one who wants to love life and to see good days, let him keep his 
tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit,” 

3. Unfortunately too many Christians speak in a way that resembles the terrible 
Leviathan in Job 41:19-21, “Flaming torches shoot from his mouth; fiery sparks fly 
out!  Smoke billows from his nostrils as from a boiling pot or burning reeds.  His 
breath sets coals ablaze, and flames pour out of his mouth.” 

4. Today we are going to learn five types of speech that Christians should avoid. 
II. TEXT 

1. Colossians 3:8-11 “8 But now, put away all the following: anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and filthy language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you 
have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self. You are 
being renewed in knowledge according to the image of your Creator. 11 In Christ 
there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave and free; but Christ is all and in all.” 

III. 5 Types of Unchristian Speech 
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1. Angry speech. 
i. Paul uses two words that are closely related – anger and wrath.  William 

Barclay explains the difference. 
1. Anger (Gr. orge).  “Anger which has become inveterate [constant]; it 

is long-lasting, slow-burning anger, which refuses to be pacified and 
nurses its wrath to keep it warm.” 

2. Wrath (Gr. thumos).  “A blaze of sudden anger which is quickly 
kindled and just as quickly dies.  The Greeks likened it to a fire 
amongst straw, which quickly blazed and just as quickly burned itself 
out.”  “The burst of temper.” 

ii. Angry speech usually means shouting, threatening, a disrespectful tone, or 
even saying hurtful things in a sudden flash of anger. 

iii. Moses is one of the greatest heroes in the Bible.  He delivered the Israelites 
from slavery in Egypt and led them through the wilderness to the Promised 
Land.  He wrote the first five books of the Bible.  Yet even though he 
faithfully led God’s people for forty years, God punished Moses, not allowing 
him to enter the Promised Land.  When the Israelites were in the Wilderness 
of Zin, they ran out of water and blamed Moses.  Moses prayed about it, and 
God told him to speak to the rock, and water would come out.  Instead, 
Moses lost his temper and said, “Listen, you rebels!  Must we bring water out 
of this rock for you?”  Then Moses struck the rock twice with his staff, and 
water came out for the people to drink.  God punished Moses for his 
disobedience, but his disobedience was caused by his temper.  Moses’ angry 
speech cost him the honor and privilege of entering the Promised Land. (See 
Numbers 20:1-13.) 

iv. I can’t tell you the number of times I have gotten angry and then said 
something regretful.  When I was three years old, all my brothers were going 
to school and I was bored.  So, I told my mom that I hated her, and that I was 
packing my bags and moving out.  I wish I hadn’t said that.  My mom did the 
right thing; she kicked me out.  She sent me to daycare!   

v. Rather than angry speech, Christians should practice patient speech.  To be 
patient is to be slow to anger.  Gain control over your temper.  Do not let 
your emotions drive your language.  When you sense yourself getting angry, 
zip it or you will regret it. 

vi. Winston Churchill “Life is fraught with opportunities to keep your mouth 
shut.” 

vii. Thomas Watson “God has set two natural fences to keep in the tongue, the 
teeth and the lips; 

viii. 1 Thessalonians 5:14 (AMP) “be very patient with everyone [always 
controlling your temper].” 

ix. James 1:19 (Phillips) “In view of what he has made us then, dear brothers, 
let every man be quick to listen but slow to use his tongue, and slow to lose 
his temper. For man’s temper is never the means of achieving God’s true 
goodness.” 
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2. Malicious speech. 
i. Malice is “a strong feeling of wanting to hurt someone or be unkind to 

them.” 
ii. Malicious speech is intentionally hurtful.  Angry speech is when you lose your 

temper and say something hurtful.  That is wrong, but it is a crime of passion.  
Malicious speech is hurtful speech that is premeditated.  It is intentionally 
cutting, offensive, degrading, insulting.  It is when you want to hurt someone, 
and you use your words as weapons. 

iii. Elisha had just begun his new job as the prophet of Israel, taking over for his 
mentor, the great Elijah.  On his way to the town of Bethel, a group of small 
boys came out and teased him, making fun of his baldness.  Then Elisha 
turned around, looked at them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord.  
God sent two bears out of the woods to attack and maul forty-two of the 
children.  This story teaches some powerful lessons about the tongue.  First, 
it shows that our malicious words can hurt others.  Elisha, even though he 
was a prophet, was deeply bothered by their teasing, even though they were 
just little boys.  Words can cut.  Second, this story shows the extreme danger 
of malicious words.  Just as words got the boys in big trouble, and probably 
cost many of them their lives, if we are not careful our words can be our 
downfall. 

iv. Rather than malicious speech, Christians should practice edifying speech.  
Edification means using your words to build up and not to tear down. 

v. When I was in high school we had a new youth minister who came to our 
church named David Donham.  And our youth group would meet twice a 
week; we would meet for Sunday school, and then we would meet on 
Wednesday nights at somebody’s home.  And anytime someone would say 
something mean or inappropriate David would say, “Edification.”  And pretty 
soon it caught on to the rest of the group.  Pretty soon all of us were 
reminding one another, “Edification.”  It comes from Ephesians 4:29. 

vi. Ephesians 4:29 “No foul language should come from your mouth, but only 
what is good for building up someone in need, so that it gives grace to those 
who hear.” 

vii. Our words should build up those in N.E.E.D.  Use this acronym to determine 
whether your words are edifying (R.T. Kendall): 

1. Necessary?  Is it truly necessary to say this? 
2. Encourage?  Will it uplift their heart? 
3. Energize?  Will it empower their spirit? 
4. Dignify?  Will it increase their self-esteem? 

viii. How should we respond when others use malicious speech against us?  Most 
of us don’t use malicious speech, until someone first uses it against us.  Then 
it’s on!  But that’s now how we should respond.  Christ is not just Lord over 
our actions, but our reactions.  Even when others speak maliciously to us, we 
must only speak words of edification to them. 



4 
 

ix. 1 Peter 2:23 “when he was insulted, he did not insult in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten but entrusted himself to the one who judges 
justly.” 

3. Slanderous speech. 
i. Slander is intentionally lying about someone to hurt them, or to gain an 

advantage over them. 
ii. Ahab was the king of Israel.  He was a wicked king, and he married a very 

wicked woman named Jezebel.  A man named Naboth owned a vineyard next 
door to the palace, and King Ahab wanted it (see 1 Kings 21).  He offered to 
buy, or to give him a better vineyard, but Naboth refused to sell.  So Ahab 
was depressed.  1 Kings 21:4 says, “So Ahab went to his palace resentful and 
angry because of what Naboth the Jezreelite had told him.  He had said, ‘I 
will not give you my fathers’ inheritance.’  He lay down on his bed, turned his 
face away, and didn’t eat any food.”  When Jezebel saw that her husband 
was depressed and took action.  She sent letters to the elders of the city to 
proclaim a fast and a solemn assembly.  Naboth was to be seated at the head 
of the table, and two wicked men were to sit opposite him.  These men were 
to testify against Naboth that he cursed God and the king.  That’s exactly 
what happened, and Naboth was taken outside and stoned to death, and 
Ahab stole his vineyard.  That’s slander. 

iii. Proverbs 10:18 (NLT) “slandering others makes you a fool.” 
iv. Rather than slander, Christians should only use loving speech.  Only use 

loving words when you talk about someone else.   
v. What is love?  Doing what is best for someone and meeting their needs. 

vi. This means we must only speak the truth about people, but also that we 
must only speak words of love about people behind their back. 

vii. I read about a family that has a conversation rule when they sit down at the 
dinner table.  They call it the TKN Rule: 

1. T – Is it true? 
2. K – Is it kind? 
3. N – Is it necessary? 

4. Filthy speech. 
i. Filthy speech includes obscene language, curse words, sexually perverse 

language, crude joking, etc. 
ii. Ephesians 4:29 “No foul language should comfort your mouth” 

iii. Ephesians 5:3 “Obscene and foolish talking or crude joking are not suitable, 
but rather giving thanks.” 

iv. Why is filthy language not suitable?  Because that’s not how our Heavenly 
Father talks, and we are to resemble our Father.  Psalm 12:6 “The words of 
the Lord are pure words, like silver refined in an earthen furnace, purified 
seven times.” 

v. Rather than filthy speech, Christians should always use gracious speech.   
vi. Colossians 4:6 “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so 

that you may know how you should answer each person.” 
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vii. Gracious speech is kind and well-mannered.  Other synonyms of “gracious” 
are:  polite, courteous, graceful, nice, refined, considerate, charming, cordial, 
pleasant, lovely, friendly, sweet, respectful. 

viii. Notice that our speech is to be “seasoned with salt.”  Just as salt tastes good 
and makes you thirsty, our speech should sound good to all who listen, and 
should make people thirsty for Jesus. 

ix. Is your speech more like the Savior, or like a sailor?  Is your speech more like 
Heaven, or Hollywood?  Is your speech more like God, or a gangster rapper?  
Is your speech rated G, or R? 

5. Dishonest speech. 
i. Dishonest speech is affirming something that you know is not true. 

ii. There are many kinds of dishonest speech: 
1. Lying:  Speaking that which you know is not truth.  People lie for 

many reasons.  Lying to get out of trouble.  Lying on your tax forms.  
Cheating in school – copying off of someone else and claiming that it 
is your own work.  Lying on a job application. 

2. Perjury:  Lying under oath in a court of law after swearing on the Bible 
to tell the truth. 

3. Flattery:  Insincere or excessive praise intended to manipulate. 
4. Not telling the whole truth.  Intentionally leaving out important 

details which might get you into trouble. 
5. Hypocrisy:  Pretending to be something you are not. 
6. Exaggeration:  making the truth sound better than it is. 
7. Lying to get a compliment.  Saying bad things about yourself just to 

get others to say something nice about you. 
iii. One the problems with lying is that it can hurt others.  We usually lie to save 

our own skin, but we end up hurting other people. 
iv. Abraham struggled with lying to save his own skin.  His wife, Sarah, was 

beautiful, and Abraham was afraid that someone would kill him in order to 
take his wife.  So, when he visited with Pharaoh, he lied and said that Sarah 
was his sister.  But this did not go well.  First, Pharaoh married Sarah.  Poor 
Sarah!  Then, God struck Pharaoh’s entire household with severe plagues 
until Sarah was returned to Abraham (Gen 12:10-20).  Later, Abraham visited 
Abimelech, king of the Philistines.  Once again, Abraham lied and said that 
Sarah was his sister.  As a result, Abimelech married Sarah, and God struck all 
the women in Abimelech’s household with barrenness until Sarah was 
returned to Abraham (Gen 20). 

v. This is probably one reason that God hates lying.  Proverbs 12:22 “Lying lips 
are detestable to the Lord, but faithful people are his delight.”   

vi. Proverbs 6:6-19 lists six things that God hates, and two of the seven are a 
lying tongue, and a lying witness who gives false testimony.  If you love God, 
then you hate the things that He hates.   

vii. Rather than dishonest speech Christians should always practice honest 
speech.  Speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
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viii. Ephesians 4:25 “Therefore, putting away lying, speak the truth, each one to 
his neighbor, because we are members of one another.” 

IV. CONCLUSION 
1. Five types of speech Christians must avoid. 
2. Here’s the bad news.  All of us have fallen short of God’s standard.  All of us have 

sinned.  And the wages of sin is death – eternal separation from God.  That’s what 
we deserve. 

3. But here’s the good news.  God sent Jesus to die for our sins so that we could be 
forgiven and reconciled to God and receive eternal life.  All we have to do is make 
the decision to repent of our sins and believe in Jesus. 

4. But that’s not all.  There’s more good news.  God can transform your tongue.  Some 
people think that they can’t change.  They can’t stop cursing, for example.  Or they 
say they can’t control their temper.  But that’s not true.  I’ve been at work and seen 
people using filthy language, or speaking angrily at each other, and then a customer 
calls and they pick up the phone and are immediately calm and kind and clean.  God 
can transform your tongue if you will let Him.   

5. God has complete power over the tongue. 
i. Jesus loosened the tongue of the mute and gave him the gift of speech (Mt 

7;35). 
ii. God made Zechariah mute until his son was born because he doubted God’s 

word (Lk 1:18-29, 64). 
iii. The Holy Spirit enabled the church in Acts to speak in different languages 

without learning them (Acts 2:4). 
iv. In the Old Testament God gave a donkey the ability to speak (2 Pt 2:16). 

6. Don’t you think God can sanctify your tongue? 
7. But you must let Him.  You must surrender your tongue to God’s control.  You must 

make a commitment to glorify God with your words.  Psalm 17:3 “I have determined 
that my mouth will not sin.”   

8. And you must ask God for help.  Psalm 19:14 “May the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, Lord, my rock and my Redeemer.” 


