
b. If you think this passage refers to the Second Coming of Christ, then 
how do you explain that this kind of language was commonly em-
ployed by Old Testament prophets to refer not to actual cosmic 
events, but to earthly events?  (See Isaiah’s description of the de-
struction of Babylon in Isaiah 13:9-10; Ezekiel’s description of the de-
struction of Egypt in Ezekiel 32:7-15; and Isaiah’s description of the 
destruction of Egypt in Isaiah 19:1.) 

 
c. If you think that this passage refers to events surrounding A.D. 70, 

then how do you explain verse 27?  Did this already happen? 
 
 
3. Read Mark 13:32-37.    
 

a. In this passage, Jesus transitions from speaking about the destruction 
of Jerusalem to His Second Coming.  What does this passage teach 
about the timing of His return? 

 
b. What does Jesus mean to be “alert” (v. 33)? 

 
c. How is it possible that even Christ does not know the time of His re-

turn? 
 
4. Read 2 Peter 3:10-18.    
 

a. What does this verse teach about Christ’s second coming? 
 

b. How should we live as we wait for Christ to come back?       
 

c. What do you personally need to do to prepare yourself for Christ’s 
return? 

 
 

 
 
 
 

ICEBREAKER:  When is it better to be safe than sorry?   
 

OVERVIEW:  Mark 13 just might be the most difficult chapter in the Bible to 
understand.  But however one interprets Mark 13, several themes are clear:  God 
knows the future; God does not deal lightly with sin; and while the timing of 
Christ’s Second Coming is unknown, the reality of His return is certain, and there-
fore we must always be alert.  In this discussion we will try to better understand 
this complex chapter and its implications for the Christian life.   
 
1. What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you 

find to be the most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling?  Explain.  (Or what was 
your key takeaway from Sunday’s message?) 

 
 
2. Read Mark 13:24-27.    
 

a. Do you think Jesus is referring to His Second Coming at the end of 
human history, or to His coming in judgment on Jerusalem in A.D. 70?  
Explain. 

 
b. If you think this passage refers to Christ’s Second Coming, then how 

do you explain verse 24 where it says that these things would happen 
“in those days, after that tribulation” in A.D. 70? 

 
b. If you think this passage refers to Christ’s Second Coming, then how 

do you explain verse 30, that “all these things” were predicted to hap-
pen in the lifetime of that generation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Last Word:  “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from you into heav-
en, will come in the same way that you have seen Him going into 
heaven.”   Acts 1:11 
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