DISCUSSION GUIDE

ICEBREAKER: When is failure a success?

OVERVIEW: If you are a Christian, then you have run into this problem: You
continue to sin after salvation. Sometimes voluntarily, sometimes involuntarily,
but always regretfully. Why do Christians still sin? After all, in Romans 6 Paul said
that the Christian is dead to sin and set free from sin? So, why do Christians still
sin? In this discussion we will go deeper with Paul’s answer to this question in
Romans 7:14-25.

1. What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you

find to be the most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. (Or what was
your key takeaway from Sunday’s message?)

2. Do you now sin less than you did when you first got saved? Why or why not?

3. What is the key to overcoming sin?

4. What is your motivation for repenting of sin?

5. Read 1John 1:8-10 and answer the following questions.
a) Do Christians sin?
b) Why must we not deny that we sin?
c¢) What happens to your relationship with God when you sin?

¢) What should you do when you sin?

Why Do Christians Sin?
Romans 7:14-25
Not Ashamed (Romans) — Week 17

Read Romans 7:14-25 and refer to Sunday’s sermon for the following ques-
tions. In this passage, is Paul speaking about himself before or after his con-
version? Explain.

According to this passage, why do Christians sin (see 7:14)?

In 7:15-23, Paul explains what it means to be fleshly or “of the flesh”. What
does it mean?

In 7:24-25, Paul explains that Christ has saved us from “this body of death”.
What does this mean?
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The Last Word: “The Christian is living in an era in which two ages, the old and the new,
overlap. There was a time when you were exclusively a sinner; and there will be a time CHURCH

when you will be exclusively a saint. Right now, you are a sinner-saint.” AC ADIANA




