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Big Idea: When we are generous, we reflect God’s generosity to us! 

Introduction: 

A man once heard a sermon on generosity that really convicted him. So on the way home, 

he prayed, “Lord, if You want me to give more, give me a sign.” 

Right then, he reached into his pocket and found two bills—a $1 bill and a $100 bill he 

had forgotten about. 

He said, “Alright Lord, if I’m supposed to give big, I’ll give the $100… but if You’re okay 

with something smaller, I’ll give the $1.” 

So he prayed again and said, “Lord, take whichever one You want.” 

Then he opened his eyes… and both bills were still there. 

He smiled and said, “Well… looks like the Lord wants me to keep them both.” 

Paul wrote the letter to the Philippians while he was imprisoned, most likely in Rome (AD 

60–62). The Philippian church had sent Paul financial support through Epaphroditus, 

demonstrating their continued commitment to Paul’s ministry even when others did not. 

Just before this passage (Phil. 4:10–13), Paul emphasizes that he has learned to be content 

in every circumstance and that his strength comes from Christ, not material provision. 



Verses 14–19 clarify that Paul’s gratitude for their gift does not contradict his contentment. 

Instead, their generosity is an example of true gospel partnership, showing a shared 

investment in Paul’s suffering and mission. This passage that we’ll dive into reveals a rich 

understanding of Christian generosity, gospel partnership, and God’s provision. Paul shows 

how giving connects believers to the mission of the gospel and how God honors generosity 

by supplying the needs of those who give. 

 

Just before this passage, Paul talks about that he has learned contentment in every 

circumstance and he can do all things through Christ who gives hum strength. Philippians 

4:14-20 picks up at the very end of Paul’s letter to the Philippian church and it’s written as 

a thank you in this part of the letter. They have been financially supporting his ministry and 

he also has something for them to reflect upon the importance of their generosity.  

14 Still, you did well by partnering with me in my hardship.15 And you Philippians know 

that in the early days of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in 

the matter of giving and receiving except you alone. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent 

gifts for my need several times. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit[a] that is 

increasing to your account. 18 But I have received everything in full, and I have an 

abundance. I am fully supplied,[b] having received from Epaphroditus what you 

provided—a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God 

will supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our 

God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A14-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-29443a
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Body 

5 Truths about Generosity 

1. Generosity involves meeting needs. v.14-16 

14 Still, you did well by partnering with me in my hardship.15 And you Philippians know 

that in the early days of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in 

the matter of giving and receiving except you alone. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent 

gifts for my need several times. 

 

The church of Philippi was shared or the Greek word “koinonia” which can be 

translated to fellowship, communion, or joint participation, signifying a deep, shared life 

in Christ among believers. It emphasizes active, sacrificial partnership, encompassing 

spiritual, material, and relational unity, often demonstrated through mutual support and 

shared purpose. What is the shared purpose? To share the gospel of Jesus Christ! That’s 

exactly what Paul was on mission to do and the church was all in to support him in his 

journeys. Thy joined him in his “hardship”! It was fun to see lives being changed by the 

power of the gospel, but it had to be incredibly difficult on Paul financially and physically 

after being persecuted for thrown in jail time and time again. This sharing meant that they 

were both feet in! They were giving their time, efforts, and money into fulfilling the Greta 

Commission and helping Paul as he was away. This wasn’t a charity, but rather a coalition! 

Their gift connected them to Paul’s suffering and mission which showed genuine love for 

one another and the message of the gospel.  

Paul reminds them of their long-standing faithfulness all the way back to his first 

visit in Acts 16. While other churches weren’t supporting him at the time, they remained 



faithful and consistently met his needs! What need was met by the church? Money! They 

cared for his financial need! They cared for him as he was in prison! They continuously 

took care of his needs even when the other churches didn’t. What are some ways we can 

generously meet the needs of others?  

 

6 Ways to Meet the Needs of Others 

 

1. Money & Possessions: Giving financially to the church, missions, ministries, 

and those in need honors God. Biblical generosity is cheerful, not forced. 

 

2 Corinthians 9: 6-7: 6 The point is this:[a] The person who sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap 

generously. 7 Each person should do as he has decided in his heart—not 

reluctantly or out of compulsion, since God loves a cheerful giver.   

 

2. Poor & Needy: Caring for physical needs reflects Christ’s compassion. God 

takes generosity toward the poor personally. When we serve the needy, we are 

serving the Lord! 

 Matthew 25:35-40: 35 “‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat; I 

was thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I was a stranger and you took me 

in; 36 I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me; I was 

in prison and you visited me.’37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 

did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209%3A6-7&version=CSB#fen-CSB-28947a


38 When did we see you a stranger and take you in, or without clothes and clothe 

you? 39 When did we see you sick, or in prison, and visit you?’ 40 “And the King 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

3. Love & Hospitality: Hospitality is sincere, relational and a tangible expression 

of Christian love. Generosity includes opening our homes and lives! 

Romans 12:13: 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice 

hospitality. 

Our church does an amazing job at this and I want to encourage us to continue to 

build upon this! We have an amazing hospitality and welcome team every Sunday 

that welcomes everyone into our church! I also love home groups where we meet 

in each others homes! We share our hearts, our lives, and study the Word of God 

together!  

4. Time & Service: Serving others reflects Christ’s servant leadership. Time is one 

of our most valuable resources. Everyday service done for the Lord has eternal 

value! Christ served us and gave His time for us so that we might know Him! 

He did this to show us who He is and His love for us! He served us by ultimately 

giving His life for us! 

 

Mark 10:43-45: 43 But it is not so among you. On the contrary, whoever wants 

to become great among you will be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be 



first among you will be a slave to all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come 

to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”[a] 

 

5. Encouragement: Words can restore joy, courage, and faith. Scripture urges 

believers to encourage daily. Encouragement strengthens the body of Christ! 

Could you imagine if Paul didn’t have churches encouraging and caring for 

him? Ministry was hard enough already but thank the Lord for such a loving 

family of believers! 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25: 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 

good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

 

6. The Gospel: Sharing the gospel is the greatest act of generosity. God’s grace is 

meant to be shared. We are to give what we have been given through Christ! 

Faith comes through hearing the Word! 

 

Matthew 28:19-20: 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of[a] all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And 

remember,[b] I am with you always,[c] to the end of the age.”  
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When we give, we are giving to God’s cause! Paul thanked them for partnering 

with him in the mission of sharing the gospel! We are to give to advance the 

kingdom of God! We want our money to go where it never could to reach others 

with the gospel! 

 

2. Generosity is rare. v.15 

15 And you Philippians know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, 

no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving except you alone. 

 

Again, Paul reminds them of their long-standing faithfulness, dating back to his first visit 

to Philippi (Acts 16). While other churches did not support him financially at the time, the 

Philippians consistently did. This highlights their maturity as a church. This meant a lot to 

Paul since he himself had not forgotten and he values their support. As crazy as that sounds, 

they were the only one who gave in the early part of his ministry. This is rare! He had many 

believers who knew of him, his mission, and journeys, but they were the ones who stepped 

in to be generous to him. Generosity is rare because it requires faith, denies self, and trusts 

God over possessions. That rarity is not a flaw—it’s a calling. As followers of Christ, we 

are called to be different and we stand out form the rest of the world. 

 

 

 

3 Reasons Why Generosity is Rare 

 



1. Fear of Lack: Many people fear that if they give, they won’t have enough left. This 

mindset brings us to a place of self-preservation rather than being good stewards of the 

gifts God has entrusted us with. The root issue here is that we have a lack of trust in 

God’s provision when we aren’t generous. 

 

Matthew 6:31-33: 31 So don’t worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ 

or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things, and your 

heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God[a] and 

his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. 

 

2. Love of Money/Comfort: We live in a climb the ladder culture. The harder we work, the 

better title or position we have, the more money we will make. Jesus warns us the money 

creep in and take hold of our hearts and put it in a place where only God belongs. There’s 

this idolatry of comfort and security that saround us and we can get caught in the snare if 

were not carful! We need to start prioritizing others needs over our own gain. 

Luke 12:15: 15 He then told them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because 

one’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.” 

 

3. Lack of Eternal Perspective: If we choose to view our lives as temporary then generosity 

can seem like a loss instead of an investment. We sometimes forget that our earthly 

resources have an eternal impact! We’ll touch more this eternal investment later on, but 

we need to look through a fixed lens and focus on Christ! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A31-33&version=CSB#fen-CSB-23316a


 

Colossians 3:2: 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

 

Paul wanted the church to recognize their rarity and their hearts for the kingdom of God 

to advance! He was overflowing with joy! Back in verse 10, “I rejoiced in the Lord 

greatly because once again you renewed your care for me. You were, in fact, concerned 

about me but lacked the opportunity to show it.” Even in their affliction and poverty they 

were motivated to give because of their abundance of joy that is only found in Christ! 

Who got the joy…the recipient or the giver? BOTH! One author puts it like this…My 

Cost, Your Good, Our Joy! This is what we experience in biblical generosity! 

 

3. Generosity is an investment. v.17 

17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit[a] that is increasing to your account. 

 

Paul clarifies his motivation: he is not driven by money. The gift is not Paul’s primary 

focus…he’s already learned to be contempt. The “fruit” refers to spiritual benefit and 

eternal reward. “To your credit” uses accounting language, implying heavenly investment.  

A lot of people avoid talking about this reality, but Jesus talked about it in Matthew 6:3-4, 

“3 But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is 

doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you.[b]”  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A14-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-29443a
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It’s also found in 1 Timothy 6:17-19, “17 Instruct those who are rich in the present age not 

to be arrogant or to set their hope on the uncertainty of wealth, but on God,[a] who richly 

provides us with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to do what is good, to be rich in good 

works, to be generous and willing to share, 19 storing up treasure for themselves as a good 

foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of what is truly life.” 

 

When we are generous, we are storing up treasure in Heaven which is an amazing thing! 

As we are making investments to his kingdom, fulfilling others needs, being generous to 

His work, we are storing up treasure in Heaven. The generous God is going to one day 

generously repay us. 

 

Imagine investing in a business that not only gives a return to you, but also feeds families, 

educates children, and changes communities. Christian generosity works similarly. When 

a believer supports a local church, a mission trip, or helps someone in need, the immediate 

gift may seem small, but the long-term impact—spiritual growth, transformed lives, 

strengthened faith, and eternal reward—continues to multiply long after the original gift is 

given. 

 

 

 

4. Generosity is pleasing to the Lord. v. 18 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%206%3A17-19&version=CSB#fen-CSB-29789a


18 But I have received everything in full, and I have an abundance. I am fully supplied,[b] 

having received from Epaphroditus what you provided—a fragrant offering, an acceptable 

sacrifice, pleasing to God.  

 

We are pleasing God when we are generous. God calls us to be generous…God’s love 

language is obedience to Him. So we need to be obedient, be generous, and please the Lord 

through our generosity! This should be our motivation! 

 

We all like to make someone’s day or please them right? I’ve been married to my beautiful 

wife Carter for a little over a month and marriage is amazing! I love doing life with my 

best friend! I am always striving to please her whether its with my words or my actions. I 

can tell her I love you or I can do something like the dishes without being asked and doing 

the laundry. Sometimes it’s surprising her with a fun date! Do I do it because I’m scared of 

getting into trouble and the consequences…maybe! HAHA! Just kidding, she’s so good to 

me! In all seriousness, I do it because I love my wife! I want to please her because it makes 

her feel seen, heard, cared for, and valued! 

 

Generosity is pleasing to the Lord because it reflects His character. God is by nature a giver 

and when we give it mirrors the gift of salvation He gave through Jesus! It also reflects His 

compassion. Paul describes generous giving as a fragrant offering. This is connecting back 

to the Old Testament. It was meant to be soothing or pleasant. It wasn’t the smell of the 

fragrance that pleased God rather it was God’s pleasure in faithful worship. It honors God 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204%3A14-20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-29444b


as worthy of our trust and devotion to Him. Speaking of trust, giving requires trust the God 

will provide. It’s trusting Him more than the resources we have.  

 

 

2 Corinthians 5:9, “ Therefore, whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to be 

pleasing to him.” 

 

5. God meets the needs of the generous. v.19 

19 And my God will supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

 

 Paul is saying that as they give generously to God’s people and His cause, God will supply 

every need they have in abundance in Jesus. Matthew 6:33 says, “Seek first the kingdom of God 

and His righteousness and all of these things will be added to you.” When we are focused on Christ, 

His heart, and His mission, He promises to take care of us! The world’s way is that if we give we’ll 

have less to take care of ourselves. God’s way is that more we give, He will give more than enough 

to take care of us! This is God’s promise to take care of those who take care of others! We cannot 

outgive God.  

 God meets the needs of the generous by faithfully providing what is necessary according 

to His riches in Christ. This isn’t a transactional reward, but as a response to trust and obedience. 

Generosity demonstrates God’s provision and God returns with supplies to take care of us both 

physically and spiritually! God ensures that the generous lack nothing essential for their calling, 

while producing lasting spiritual fruit and eternal reward that reflect His grace and glory. 



  

 

 Invitation: God loved so much that He was generous. God gave and gave and 

gave! He became humble to the point of death! John 3:16 says, “For God loved the world in this 

way:[a] He gave[b] his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but 

have eternal life.” Romans 3:23-24 says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” The 

cross represents the love, forgiveness, and sacrifice that Jesus showed us. Our lives should 

represent Him and reflect the generosity of the one who was first generous to us! Romans 10:13 

says, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” I invite you this morning to 

put your faith and trust in Jesus, see the Lord’s generosity, and begin to live a generous life for 

Him. I would love to share with you just how you can do that. We’re most like God when we’re 

giving! When we give, He gives us joy and the receiver joy! My cost, your good, our joy! 
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