DISCUSSION GUIDE

ICEBREAKER: Which restaurant has the best burger?

OVERVIEW: Generosity. What is it? Why is it important? How can you be-
come more generous. In the letter of Philippians Paul is writing from prison in
Rome to the church at Philippi. The Philippians had sent him a financial gift
through Epaphroditus to support him during his imprisonment. In4:11-13, Paul
explains that he has learned to be content in every circumstance. Then, in 4:14-
20, he expresses gratitude and clarifies the spiritual significance of their generos-
ity. In this discussion we will go deeper with how to grow in generosity.

1.

What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you
find to be the most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain. (Or what was
your key takeaway from Sunday’s message?)

How have you experienced joy from giving? Can you think of a time when
generosity benefitted both the giver and receiver? Explain.

How does God's generosity extend beyond material needs to emotional and
spiritual needs?

God'’s ultimate act of generosity is displayed through His sending Jesus. How
does understanding God’s generosity motivate you to live a generous life?
Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 and answer the following questions.

a) What are the truths stated in this passage?

b) What does it mean to give “not reluctantly or under compulsion” in
your own life? How can you examine your motives for giving?

10.

Biblical Generosity
Philippians 4:14-20

Read Philippians 4:14-20 and answer the following questions. Paul emphasizes
that the Philippians “partnered with him in his hardship.” What does it mean to
partner with someone in their mission or ministry today? How can generosity
go beyond money?

The sermon outlined six ways to meet the needs of others (money, poor &
needy, love & hospitality, time & service, encouragement, gospel). Which of
these areas are you strongest in? Which might God be calling you to grow in?

The sermon stated that generosity is “rare”? Why do you think this is the case?

Paul talks about “fruit increasing to your account” and “storing up treasure in
heaven.” How does thinking of generosity as an eternal investment change
your view of giving?

Paul promises that God will supply the needs of the generous. How have you
seen God provide for you or others when generosity was practiced?

c) What does this passage say
about the impact of generosity?

The Last Word: when we are generous, we reflect God’s generosity to us!




